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CRAWFORD COUNTY
C O M M U N I T Y  P R O F I L E
Autumn Music Festival: 
The Schwartz Family Restaurant hosts an annual Autumn Music Festival 
each September in Crawford County. Festival goers enjoy live bluegrass 
and country music. The festival brings art and artisan activity to people 
of all ages by including arts and crafts activities, sorghum and apple 
butter cooking with live demonstrations, pumpkin picking, hayrides, a 
queen contest, and homemade ice cream making. Those more musically 
inclined may participate in the annual karaoke contest held on the 
opening night of the festival.6
Household Demographics
According to 2018 population estimates, there are 10,5871 people who live in Crawford County.
On average, a person in Crawford County earns less than the state average and households in the county earn substantially 
less than the state average. The rate of employment is slightly lower than the state average. Most adults in Crawford County 
are employed.2
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PERCENT OF POPULATION
People over 65 make up a much larger percentage of the population in Crawford County than in Indiana as a whole.3 The 
median age in the county is also higher than the state median age.4 Crawford County has a smaller percentage of the 
population in the 18-34 age group5 which could signal that there are fewer young families and young professionals located in 
the county than the rest of the state.
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Industry
The top three industries in Crawford 
County are government, transportation 
and warehousing, and health care and 
social services.10 In all three industries, 
the salary per job pays more than the 
average per capita or household income 
in the county, showing that there are 
some high paying jobs in the county.  
However, there are large disparities 
between the salaries in these given 
industries.  Salaries in government and 
transportation are substantially more 
than those in health care.
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Technology
Access to the internet provides a number of opportunities to communities, 
from new educational tools to the ability for local businesses to sell globally. 
Access to highspeed broadband, which meets the FCC minimum speeds of 25 
MBPS download and 3 MBPS upload, allow for the most effective use of new 
technology.21 In Crawford County, only about 1 percent of residents have access 
to this type of internet connection22 – the lowest percentage of any Indiana 
county. One of the most promising ways that internet can improve the lives of 
people in rural communities is via telemedicine. Using the internet, local health 
centers and clinics could leverage the expertise of specialists and mental health 
professionals located in areas throughout the state and country to meet the 
needs of people in Crawford County.












People in Crawford County are much more 
likely to own the home they live in and pay 
about $200 less in rent a month than the 
average Hoosier.7 Overall, housing costs 
are appear very affordable but there are 
some housing challenges. About 1 in 4 
households reside in inadequate housing— 
housing that is not properly maintained, 
has environmental challenges like mold 
growth, or is too cramped.8 Roughly 40 
percent of homes in the county are 40 
years or older and about 1 in 5 residents 
pay 30 percent or more of their income 
towards housing costs.9 A combination 
of a low median household income and 
inadequate housing options presents 
challenges for some residents despite the 
fact that housing costs less, on average, 
than in other parts of the state.
Housing
HOUSING CHALLENGES
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Educational Attainment
While a majority of people in Crawford County have finished their high school education or its equivalency, the number of 
graduates lags behind the state average.12 Similarly, only about 14 percent of people in Crawford County have received a college 
diploma13 vs. the state average of 25 percent. In general, students in Crawford County perform either similarly or better than 
the state average in a variety of college preparedness indicators. Students are more likely to pass the ISTEP 10th grade English 
and math exams combined, and the county has a very similar percentage of students graduating in four years or taking the ACT. 
The state of Indiana, as a whole, has experienced a so-called “Brain Drain” where students leave the state and/or their home 
county after graduation.14 The conflicting data between these preparedness factors taken alongside the low number of college 
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Health
Health indicators in Crawford County show that 
residents are less likely to drink heavily than the 
average Hoosier and residents have the same rate of 
obesity as the rest of the state- about 1 in 3 people 
is obese.15 However, rates of smoking, diabetes, and 
inactivity are higher than the state average.16 Since 
smoking, obesity, and diabetes are linked to other 
adverse health outcomes, increasing exercise and 
lowering rates of these diseases could improve quality 
of life for many residents in Crawford County. With 
many opportunities to hike and mountain bike in the 
county, there are ways for residents to stay active and 












D I A B E T E S E X C E SS IV E  
D R I N K I N G
S M O K I N G P H Y S I C A L  
I N A C T I VI TY
O B E S I TY
Indiana Crawford County
Health Provider Shortages
Medical providers can help address issues 
such as diabetes, obesity, mental illness, and 
substance abuse – issues facing many Hoosiers 
currently. One struggle in Crawford County is 
accessing primary care that provides support 
for people with health care needs. In Crawford 
County, there is only one primary care physician 
per 10,591 county residents.18 This is five times 
the average number for the rest of the state. 
Another serious shortage of providers is found 
in behavioral health care, where a much larger 
gap exists with a ratio of 35,304 patients to each 
provider.19 Finally, oral health is an important 
component of overall health and wellness, but 
Crawford County’s ratio is three times higher 
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Outdoor Recreation
Crawford County allows for unique 
adventures in the Hemlock Cliffs 
recreation area located within 
Hoosier National Forest. A one-mile 
hike down into the canyon provides 
scenic views, trails through rock 
shelters, and walks by high seasonal 
waterfalls. With the canyon’s unique 
makeup, Hemlock evergreen trees 
thrive. The area also provides an 
ecosystem for various plants such 
as rare wintergreen, wild geranium, 
French’s shooting star, mountain 
laurel, and liverwort.17 
CRAWFORD COUNTY C O M M U N I T Y  P R O F I L E 
For those seeking a fun challenge to improve their fitness and 
health, Crawford County hosts one of the most high-profile 5k 
in Indiana and the country annually just before Independence 
Day.11 The Marengo Underground 5k run-walk is a one-of-a-
kind experience. Participants from across the county get the 
opportunity to run and walk through Marengo Warehouse, 
a former quarry. The course provides flat terrain, cool cave 
temperatures, and interesting views along the way.
For science, photography, and astronomy lovers, Crawford 
County’s secluded location and dark skies23 offer a unique 
opportunity to observe the stars at the James G. Baker 
Center for Astronomy. The Center welcomes stargazers 
of all ages, taking advantage of the quiet skies of Curby, 
Indiana. Many people come from Southern Indiana and the 
Louisville area to use telescopes and cameras to capture 
beautiful images of the night’s sky.
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